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This volume on ‘the Concept of Nature’ forms a companion book to my previous work An Enquiry
concerning the Principles of Natural Knowledge. Either book can be read independently, but they
supplement each other. In part the present book supplies points of view which were omitted from its
predecessor; in part it traverses the same ground with an alternative exposition. For one thing, mathematical
notation has been carefully avoided, and the results of mathematical deductions are assumed. Some of the
explanations have been improved and others have been set in a new light. On the other hand important points
of the previous work have been omitted where I have had nothing fresh to say about them. On the whole,
whereas the former work based itself chiefly on ideas directly drawn from mathematical physics, the present
book keeps closer to certain fields of philosophy and physics to the exclusion of mathematics. The two
works meet in their discussions of some details of space and time.
I am not conscious that I have in any way altered my views. Some developments have been made. Those that
are capable of a non-mathematical exposition have been incorporated in the text. The mathematical
developments are alluded to in the last two chapters. They concern the adaptation of the principles of
mathematical physics to the form of the relativity principle which is here maintained. Einstein’s method of
using the theory of tensors is adopted, but the application is worked out on different lines and from different
assumptions. Those of his results which have been verified by experience are obtained also by my methods.
The divergence chiefly arises from the fact that I do not accept his theory of non-uniform space or his
assumption as to the peculiar fundamental character of light-signals. I would not however be misunderstood
to be lacking in appreciation of the value of his recent work on general relativity which has the high merit of
first disclosing the way in which mathematical physics should proceed in the light of the principle of
relativity. But in my judgment he has cramped the development of his brilliant mathematical method in the
narrow bounds of a very doubtful philosophy.
The object of the present volume and of its predecessor is to lay the basis of a natural philosophy which is
the necessary presupposition of a reorganised speculative physics…
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From reader reviews:

Jacqueline Campbell:

The book The Concept of Nature can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. So
why must we leave a good thing like a book The Concept of Nature? Several of you have a different opinion
about guide. But one aim which book can give many details for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to
closer together with your book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you can give for each other; you
can share all of these. Book The Concept of Nature has simple shape but you know: it has great and big
function for you. You can look the enormous world by open up and read a publication. So it is very
wonderful.

Ollie Johnson:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by talk with the internet
and the resources included can be true or not require people to be aware of each information they get. How
people have to be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book.
Studying a book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information specifically this The Concept of Nature
book since this book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the info in this book hundred per cent
guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Clarence Delapaz:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading
book and so. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new
info. When you read a guide you will get new information mainly because book is one of several ways to
share the information or their idea. Second, reading a book will make anyone more imaginative. When you
looking at a book especially fiction book the author will bring that you imagine the story how the people do
it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other people. When you read this The Concept of
Nature, you may tells your family, friends along with soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire
the others, make them reading a guide.

Mildred Olsen:

That book can make you to feel relax. This specific book The Concept of Nature was multi-colored and of
course has pictures on there. As we know that book The Concept of Nature has many kinds or category. Start
from kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and think that you are the
character on there. So , not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun
and chill out. Try to choose the best book for you personally and try to like reading that.
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