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Generic drugs are now familiar objects in clinics, drugstores, and households around the world. We like to
think of these tablets, capsules, patches, and ointments as interchangeable with their brand-name
counterparts: why pay more for the same? And yet they are not quite the same. They differ in price, in place
of origin, in color, shape, and size, in the dyes, binders, fillers, and coatings used, and in a host of other
ways. Claims of generic equivalence, as physician-historian Jeremy Greene reveals in this gripping narrative,
are never based on being identical to the original drug in all respects, but in being the same in all ways that
matter.

How do we know what parts of a pill really matter? Decisions about which differences are significant and
which are trivial in the world of therapeutics are not resolved by simple chemical or biological assays alone.
As Greene reveals in this fascinating account, questions of therapeutic similarity and difference are also
always questions of pharmacology and physiology, of economics and politics, of morality and belief.

Generic is the first book to chronicle the social, political, and cultural history of generic drugs in America. It
narrates the evolution of the generic drug industry from a set of mid-twentieth-century "schlock houses" and
"counterfeiters" into an agile and surprisingly powerful set of multinational corporations in the early twenty-
first century.

The substitution of bioequivalent generic drugs for more expensive brand-name products is a rare success
story in a field of failed attempts to deliver equivalent value in health care for a lower price. Greene’s history
sheds light on the controversies shadowing the success of generics: problems with the generalizability of
medical knowledge, the fragile role of science in public policy, and the increasing role of industry,
marketing, and consumer logics in late-twentieth-century and early twenty-first century health care.
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From reader reviews:

Susan Rooks:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be upgrade about what going on or facts even knowledge
to make all of them keep up with the era that is always change and progress. Some of you maybe will update
themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to you is you
don't know which one you should start with. This Generic is our recommendation to cause you to keep up
with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Lori Morgan:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or their particular friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, likely to beach, or
picnic within the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to
something different to fill your free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book can be option to fill
your free of charge time/ holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should
read. If you want to try out look for book, may be the guide untitled Generic can be fine book to read. May
be it may be best activity to you.

Samantha Williams:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book especially book
entitled Generic your thoughts will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe
unidentified for but surely will end up your mind friends. Imaging just about every word written in a guide
then become one application form conclusion and explanation which maybe you never get just before. The
Generic giving you an additional experience more than blown away the mind but also giving you useful info
for your better life with this era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern the following is your body
and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning a. Do you want to try this
extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Joseph Lee:

A lot of guide has printed but it differs. You can get it by online on social media. You can choose the top
book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is referred to as of book
Generic. Contain your knowledge by it. Without causing the printed book, it may add your knowledge and
make an individual happier to read. It is most important that, you must aware about book. It can bring you
from one destination for a other place.
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