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Pesticides, a short-term aid for farmers, can often be harmful, undermining the long-term health of
agriculture, ecosystems, and people. The United States and other industrialized countries import food from
Costa Rica and other regions. To safeguard the public health, importers now regulate the level and types of
pesticides used in the exporters’ food production, which creates “regulatory risk” for the export farmers.
Although farmers respond to export regulations by trying to avoid illegal pesticide residues, the food
produced for their domestic market lacks similar regulation, creating a double standard of pesticide use.

Food Systems in an Unequal World examines the agrochemical-dependent agriculture of Costa Rica and how
its uneven regulation in export versus domestic markets affects Costa Rican vegetable farmers. Examining
pesticide-dependent vegetable production within two food systems, the author shows that pesticide use is
shaped by three main forces: agrarian capitalism, the governance of food systems throughout the commodity
chain, and ecological dynamics driving local food production. Those processes produce unequal outcomes
that disadvantage less powerful producers who have more limited choices than larger farmers, who usually
have access to better growing environments and thereby can reduce pesticide use and production costs.

 

Despite the rise of alternative food networks, Galt says, persistent problems remain in the conventional food
system, including widespread and intensive pesticide use. Facing domestic price squeezes, vegetable farmers
in Costa Rica are more likely to supply the national market with produce containing residues of highly toxic
pesticides, while using less toxic pesticides on exported vegetables. In seeking solutions, Galt argues for
improved governance and research into alternative pest control but emphasizes the process must be rooted in
farmers’ economic well-being.
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From reader reviews:

Percy Cole:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
That's why, you can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare
time to take a walk, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or read a book allowed Food
Systems in an Unequal World: Pesticides, Vegetables, and Agrarian Capitalism in Costa Rica (Society,
Environment, and Place)? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You recognize beside you can spend your
time together with your favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with the opinion or you
have additional opinion?

Eva Solares:

The book Food Systems in an Unequal World: Pesticides, Vegetables, and Agrarian Capitalism in Costa Rica
(Society, Environment, and Place) make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You need to use to make your
capable much more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting anxiety or having big
problem along with your subject. If you can make reading through a book Food Systems in an Unequal
World: Pesticides, Vegetables, and Agrarian Capitalism in Costa Rica (Society, Environment, and Place) to
be your habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your
knowledge about some or all subjects. You are able to know everything if you like open and read a guide
Food Systems in an Unequal World: Pesticides, Vegetables, and Agrarian Capitalism in Costa Rica (Society,
Environment, and Place). Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or
others. So , how do you think about this guide?

Alice Myers:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be change about what going on or facts even
knowledge to make them keep up with the era which is always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe
will update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to an
individual is you don't know which you should start with. This Food Systems in an Unequal World:
Pesticides, Vegetables, and Agrarian Capitalism in Costa Rica (Society, Environment, and Place) is our
recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and wish in
this era.

Jennifer Jackson:

Beside this kind of Food Systems in an Unequal World: Pesticides, Vegetables, and Agrarian Capitalism in
Costa Rica (Society, Environment, and Place) in your phone, it can give you a way to get more close to the
new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you can got here is fresh from the oven so don't
be worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have Food Systems in
an Unequal World: Pesticides, Vegetables, and Agrarian Capitalism in Costa Rica (Society, Environment,



and Place) because this book offers for your requirements readable information. Do you at times have book
but you seldom get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this in the hand. The
Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want
to miss the item? Find this book and also read it from at this point!
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