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In 1852 Hannah Rebecca Crowell married sea captain William Burgess and set sail. Within three years,
Rebecca Burgess had crossed the equator eleven times and learned to navigate a vessel. In 1856, 22-year-old
Rebecca saved the ship Challenger as her husband lay dying from dysentery. The widow returned to her
family’s home in Sandwich, Massachusetts, where she refused all marriage proposals and died wealthy in
1917.

This is the way Burgess recorded her story in her prodigious journals and registers, which she donated to the
local historical society upon her death, but there is no other evidence that this dramatic event occurred
exactly this way. In The Captain’s Widow of Sandwich, Megan Taylor Shockley examines how Burgess
constructed her own legend and how the town of Sandwich embraced that history as its own. Through
careful analysis of myriad primary sources, Shockley also addresses how Burgess dealt with the conflicting
gender roles of her life, reconciling her traditionally masculine adventures at sea and her independent
lifestyle with the accepted ideals of the period’s “Victorian woman.”
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From reader reviews:

Esther Ponce:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive at this point, people
have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice through
surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated it for a while is reading. Sure, by
reading a publication your ability to survive increase then having chance to stay than other is high. In your
case who want to start reading any book, we give you this kind of The Captain's Widow of Sandwich: Self-
Invention and the Life of Hannah Rebecca Burgess, 1834-1917 book as starter and daily reading reserve.
Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Maria Carlin:

Do you among people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on guys this
aren't like that. This The Captain's Widow of Sandwich: Self-Invention and the Life of Hannah Rebecca
Burgess, 1834-1917 book is readable simply by you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the
data here are arrange for enjoyable reading through experience without leaving possibly decrease the
knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer associated with The Captain's Widow of Sandwich: Self-
Invention and the Life of Hannah Rebecca Burgess, 1834-1917 content conveys objective easily to
understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the written content but it just
different as it. So , do you nevertheless thinking The Captain's Widow of Sandwich: Self-Invention and the
Life of Hannah Rebecca Burgess, 1834-1917 is not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Eddie Barber:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Make
an effort to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't judge book by its protect may doesn't
work here is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside
look likes. Maybe you answer can be The Captain's Widow of Sandwich: Self-Invention and the Life of
Hannah Rebecca Burgess, 1834-1917 why because the amazing cover that make you consider with regards
to the content will not disappoint a person. The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside or maybe
cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.

Danica Johnson:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book than can satisfy
your short space of time to read it because this time you only find publication that need more time to be
study. The Captain's Widow of Sandwich: Self-Invention and the Life of Hannah Rebecca Burgess, 1834-
1917 can be your answer given it can be read by you who have those short extra time problems.
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