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Takuan S?ho’s (1573-1645) two works on Zen and swordsmanship are among the most straightforward and
lively presentations of Zen ever written and have enjoyed great popularity in both premodern and modern
Japan. Although dealing ostensibly with the art of the sword, Record of Immovable Wisdom and On the
Sword Taie are basic guides to Zen—"user’s manuals’ for Zen mind that show one how to manifest it not
only in sword play but from moment to moment in everyday life.

Along with translations of Record of Immovable Wisdom and On the Sword Taie (the former, composed in

al likelihood for the shogun Tokugawa lemitsu and his fencing master, Y agy? Munenori), this book includes
an introduction to Takuan's distinctive approach to Zen, drawing on excerpts from the master’s other
writings. It also offers an accessible overview of the actual role of the sword in Takuan’s day, a period that
witnessed both a bloody age of civil warfare and Japan’ s final unification under the Tokugawa shoguns.
Takuan was arguably the most famous Zen priest of histime, and as a pivotal figure, bridging the Zen of the
late medieval and early modern periods, his story (presented in the book’ s biographical section) offersarare
picture of Japanese Zen in transition.

For modern readers, whether practitioners of Zen or the martial arts, Takuan's emphasis on freedom of mind
asthe crux of histeaching resonates as powerfully asit did with the samurai and swordsmen of Tokugawa
Japan. Scholars will welcome this new, annotated trandation of Takuan's sword-related works as well asthe
host of detail it provides, illuminating an obscure period in Zen's history in Japan.
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From reader reviews:
Mary Ehlers:

With other case, little people like to read book Sword of Zen: Master Takuan and His Writings on
Immovable Wisdom and the Sword Tale. Y ou can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book.
Providing we know about how isimportant a new book Sword of Zen: Master Takuan and His Writings on
Immovable Wisdom and the Sword Tale. Y ou can add know-how and of course you can around the world by
way of abook. Absolutely right, since from book you can understand everything! From your country till
foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you are able to know
that. In this era, you can open abook as well as searching by internet product. It is called e-book. Y ou may
use it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's examine.

Joshua Montgomery:

Do you one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold on guys
thisaren't like that. This Sword of Zen: Master Takuan and His Writings on Immovable Wisdom and the
Sword Tale book is readable simply by you who hate the perfect word style. Y ou will find theinfo here are
arrange for enjoyabl e studying experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to offer
to you. The writer associated with Sword of Zen: Master Takuan and His Writings on Immovable Wisdom
and the Sword Tale content conveys prospect easily to understand by many individuals. The printed and e-
book are not different in the information but it just different in the form of it. So, do you even now thinking
Sword of Zen: Master Takuan and His Writings on Immovable Wisdom and the Sword Taleis not loveable
to be your top checklist reading book?

Joshua Mcl ntosh:

Reading areserve tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With studying you can get a
lot of information that will give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in thisworld can
easily share their idea. Ebooks can also inspire alot of people. A lot of author can inspire their very own
reader with their story or maybe their experience. Not only situation that share in the publications. But also
they write about the knowledge about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl,
or how to teach your young ones, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on this planet
always try to improve their expertise in writing, they aso doing some research before they write to the book.
One of them isthis Sword of Zen: Master Takuan and His Writings on Immovable Wisdom and the Sword
Tae.

Darrell Mayo:

In this age globalization it isimportant to someone to acquire information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
quicker to share. You can find alot of referencesto get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and



soon. Y ou can observe that now, alot of publisher which print many kinds of book. Typically the book that
recommended to you is Sword of Zen: Master Takuan and His Writings on Immovable Wisdom and the
Sword Tale this book consist alot of the information with the condition of this world now. This specific
book was represented so why is the world has grown up. The language styles that writer value to explainitis
easy to understand. The actual writer made some research when he makes this book. That's why this book
acceptable al of you.
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