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In the last decades of the twentieth century, thousands of Mayas were expelled, often violently, from their
homes in San Juan Chamula and other highland communities in Chiapas, Mexico, by fellow Mayas allied
with the ruling Institutional Revolutionary Party (PRI). State and federal authorities generally turned a blind
eye to these human rights abuses, downplaying them as local conflicts over religious conversion and defense
of cultural traditions. The expelled have organized themselves to fight not only for religious rights, but also
for political and economic justice based on a broad understanding of human rights.

This pioneering ethnography tells the intertwined stories of the new communities formed by the Mayan
exiles and their ongoing efforts to define and defend their human rights. Focusing on a community of Mayan
Catholics, the book describes the process by which the progressive Diocese of San Cristóbal and Bishop
Samuel Ruiz García became powerful allies for indigenous people in the promotion and defense of human
rights. Drawing on the words and insights of displaced Mayas she interviewed throughout the 1990s,
Christine Kovic reveals how the exiles have created new communities and lifeways based on a shared sense
of faith (even between Catholics and Protestants) and their own concept of human rights and dignity. She
also uncovers the underlying political and economic factors that drove the expulsions and shows how the
Mayas who were expelled for not being "traditional" enough are in fact basing their new communities on
traditional values of duty and reciprocity.
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From reader reviews:

Frank Craver:

Throughout other case, little people like to read book Mayan Voices for Human Rights: Displaced Catholics
in Highland Chiapas (Louann Atkins Temple Women & Culture Series). You can choose the best book if
you want reading a book. Provided that we know about how is important a new book Mayan Voices for
Human Rights: Displaced Catholics in Highland Chiapas (Louann Atkins Temple Women & Culture Series).
You can add knowledge and of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, since from
book you can realize everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you will end up known. About
simple issue until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we can open a book or searching by
internet system. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's go through.

Wayne Santiago:

As people who live in often the modest era should be up-date about what going on or details even knowledge
to make these people keep up with the era which is always change and make progress. Some of you maybe
will certainly update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems
coming to an individual is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Mayan Voices for Human
Rights: Displaced Catholics in Highland Chiapas (Louann Atkins Temple Women & Culture Series) is our
recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and
wish in this era.

Lynda Wright:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Try and pick
one book that you never know the inside because don't ascertain book by its handle may doesn't work the
following is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside search
likes. Maybe you answer could be Mayan Voices for Human Rights: Displaced Catholics in Highland
Chiapas (Louann Atkins Temple Women & Culture Series) why because the excellent cover that make you
consider regarding the content will not disappoint you. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside as
well as cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.

Marcia Marshall:

This Mayan Voices for Human Rights: Displaced Catholics in Highland Chiapas (Louann Atkins Temple
Women & Culture Series) is fresh way for you who has intense curiosity to look for some information as it
relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you into it getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who
still having small amount of digest in reading this Mayan Voices for Human Rights: Displaced Catholics in
Highland Chiapas (Louann Atkins Temple Women & Culture Series) can be the light food in your case
because the information inside this kind of book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books acquire itself
in the form that is certainly reachable by anyone, that's why I mean in the e-book type. People who think that



in e-book form make them feel tired even dizzy this book is the answer. So there is not any in reading a
guide especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for anyone. So , don't miss it!
Just read this e-book kind for your better life as well as knowledge.
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