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“The freshest and most challenging work on Chaucer to have appeared in many years.” —Chauncey Wood,
McMaster University

“Saving the appearances of the Ellesmere Manuscript order by means of a bold and brilliant hypothesis about
the composition of the Canterbury Tales, Dolores Frese offers Chaucerians some of the most original and
persuasive readings of the poem to appear in recent memory; in particular, her demonstration of Chaucer’s
intertextual strategies with the Pardoner’s Tale and the Roman de la Rose are most impressive and will
probably inaugurate new and vigorous debate about Chaucer’ s reading and his allusive sophistication.”
—R.A. Shoaf, University of Florida

in adaring, original study, Frese argues that the Ellesmere Manuscript of the Canterbury Tales represents
Chaucer’s own final plansfor the order and number of the Tales, traditionally thought to be unfinished at the
time of the poet’ s death. Frese contends that Chaucer devised afinal plan for the order and number of the
Canterbury Tales, that he inscribed this plan into the poetic text, and that this order and number are integral
to the poem’ s meaning.

The poet’ s final intentions can be retrieved, reconstructed, and internally verified, she claims, by an
intertextual reading of the work as awhole. Frese maintains that the instructions found in the text are
retrievable only through the Ellesmere Manuscript, held at the Huntington Library in California.

The author discusses number itself as an important textual trope and provides an analysis of the medieval
poetic practices of intnegumentum and involucrum. Finaly, she postulates how and why early exemplars of
Chaucer’s poem became “ disordered” in the arrangements represented in the early Hengwrt manuscript and
suggests that Chaucer created the “ Canon’s Y eoman’s Tale’—included in Ellesmere but not in Hengwrt—to
comment on this disaster.

Chaucerians, literary theorists, and scholars of medieval French and Italian literature will welcome this
modern reading of the Canterbury Tales.
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From reader reviews:
Charles Thomas:

The event that you get from An Ars Legendi for Chaucer's Canterbury Tales: A Re-constructive Reading will
be the more deep you excavating the information that hide into the words the more you get thinking about
reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to know but An Ars Legendi for Chaucer's Canterbury Tales:
A Re-constructive Reading giving you joy feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in
particular way that can be understood through anyone who read the idea because the author of thisreserveis
well-known enough. This specific book also makes your own vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to
understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly recommend you for
having this particular An Ars Legendi for Chaucer's Canterbury Tales: A Re-constructive Reading instantly.

Darron Hiller:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try point that really opposite from
that. Just one activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
have been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love An Ars Legendi for Chaucer's
Canterbury Tales: A Re-constructive Reading, you could enjoy both. It is great combination right, you till
would like to missit? What kind of hang-out type isit? Oh come on its mind hangout men. What? Still don't
have it, oh come on its called reading friends.

Elizabeth Brown:

Reading a book to be new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to read a book. When you learn a
book you can get alots of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge, because
book has alot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book that you
have read. If you want to get information about your research, you can read education books, but if you want
to entertain yourself look for afiction books, these us novel, comics, aswell as soon. The An Ars Legendi
for Chaucer's Canterbury Tales: A Re-constructive Reading will give you new experience in reading through
abook.

Paul Steinbach:

Reading areserve make you to get more knowledge from this. Y ou can take knowledge and information
from the book. Book is prepared or printed or highlighted from each source that filled update of news. With
this modern eralike at this point, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media social
including newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. Y ou can
add your understanding by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or
just looking for the An Ars Legendi for Chaucer's Canterbury Tales: A Re-constructive Reading when you
desired it?
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