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"I have tried to describe a Christianity which is fully compatible with everything we now know, and to
indicate why Christians feel privileged to give their livesto it."
—Huston Smith

In his most personal and passionate book on the spiritual life, renowned author, scholar, and teacher of world
religions Huston Smith turns to his own life-long religion, Christianity. With stories and personal anecdotes,
Smith not only presents the basic beliefs and essential teachings of Christianity, but argues why religious
belief mattersin today's secular world.

Though there is awide variety of contemporary interpretations of Christianity—some of them
conflicting—Smith cuts through these to describe Christianity's " Great Tradition," the common faith of the
first millennium of believers, which isthe trunk of the tree from which Christianity's many branches, twigs,
and leaves have grown. Thisis not the exclusivist Christianity of strict fundamentalists, nor the liberal,
watered-down Christianity practiced by many contemporary churchgoers. In exposing biblical literalism as
unworkable as well as enumerating the mistakes of modern secularists, Smith presents the very soul of areal
and substantive faith, one still relevant and worth believing in.

Smith rails against the hijacked Christianity of politicians who exploit it for their own needs. He decries the
exercise of business that widens the gap between rich and poor, and fears education has lost its sense of
direction. For Smith, the media has become a business that sensationalizes news rather than broadening our
understanding, and art and music have become commercial and shocking rather than enlightening. Smith
reserves his harshest condemnation, however, for secular modernity, which has stemmed from the
misreading of science—the mistake of assuming that "absence of evidence' of a scientific natureis
"evidence of absence." These mistakes have all but banished faith in transcendence and the Divine from
mainstream culture and pushed it to the margins.

Though the situation is grave, these modern misapprehensions can be corrected, says Smith, by reexamining
the great tradition of Christianity's first millennium and reaping the lessons it holds for ustoday. Thisfresh
examination of the Christian worldview, its history, and its major branches provides the deepest, most
authentic vision of Christianity—one that is both tolerant and substantial, traditional and relevant.
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From reader reviews:
Kathleen Allen:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add
your knowledge by the publication entitled The Soul of Christianity: Restoring the Great Tradition (Plus).
Try to make book The Soul of Christianity: Restoring the Great Tradition (Plus) as your pal. It means that it
can being your friend when you truly feel alone and beside that course make you smarter than ever. Y eah, it
isvery fortuned in your case. The book makes you more confidence because you can know everything by the
book. So, let me make new experience as well as knowledge with this book.

Margaret Gray:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also become alife style. This reading
addiction give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information
inside the book which improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what
kind of publication you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with education books but if you want
really feel happy read one using theme for entertaining like comic or novel. Typically the The Soul of
Christianity: Restoring the Great Tradition (Plus) iskind of publication which is giving the reader capricious
experience.

Jennifer Wetzdl:

Asapupil exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library or make
summary for some guide, they are complained. Just small students that has reading'sinternal or real their
passion. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to generally there but
nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring and also can't see colorful
images on there. Y eah, it isto be complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As we know that
on this period, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's
country. So, this The Soul of Christianity: Restoring the Great Tradition (Plus) can make you redlly feel
more interested to read.

Virginia Hause:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge fromit. Y ou can take knowledge and information from
your book. Book is created or printed or highlighted from each source that filled update of news. In this
particular modern eralike today, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From media
social such as newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You can
add your understanding by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
searching for the The Soul of Christianity: Restoring the Great Tradition (Plus) when you needed it?
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