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Hereisthe seminal biography of the magician's magician, Howard Thurston, a man who sur passed
Houdini in the eyes of showmen and fans and set the standard fro how stage magic is performed today.

Everyone knows Houdini-but who was Thurston? In thisrich, vivid biography of the "greatest magician in
the world," celebrated historian of stage magic Jim Steinmeyer captures the career and controversies of the
wonder-worker extraordinaire, Howard Thurston.

The public's fickleness over magicians has left Thurston all but forgotten today. Y et Steinmeyer shows how
his story is one of the most remarkable in show business. During his life, from 1869 to 1936, Thurston
successfully navigated the most dramatic changes in entertainment-from street performances to sideshows to
wagon tours through America's still-wild West to stage magic amid the glitter of grand theaters.

Thurston became one of America's most renowned vaudeville stars, boldly performing an act with just a
handful of playing cards, and then had the foresight to leave vaudeville, expanding his show into an
extravaganza with more than forty tons of apparatusand costumes. His touring production was an American
institution for nearly thirty years, and Thurston earned a brand name equal to Ziegfeld or Ringling Brothers.

Steinmeyer explores the stage and psychological rivalry between Thurston and Houdini during the first
decades of the twentieth century- a contest that Thurston won. He won with a bigger show, a more successful
reputation, and the title of America's greatest magician. In The Last Greatest Magician in the World,
Thurston's magic show isrevealed as the one that animates our collective memories.
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From reader reviews:
Warren Ford:

The book The Last Greatest Magician in the World: Howard Thurston Versus Houdini & the Battles of the
American Wizards can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you
want. Why must we |eave the best thing like a book The Last Greatest Magician in the World: Howard
Thurston Versus Houdini & the Battles of the American Wizards? Several of you have a different opinion
about reserve. But one aim this book can give many info for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer
with the book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, you can give for each other; you could share all of
these. Book The Last Greatest Magician in the World: Howard Thurston Versus Houdini & the Battles of the
American Wizards has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and massive function for you. You
can appearance the enormous world by open and read aguide. So it is very wonderful.

Farah McCune:

Reading a guide can be one of alot of action that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are alot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a guide will give you alot of new
data. When you read a publication you will get new information due to the fact book is one of various ways
to share the information or their idea. Second, examining a book will make an individual more imaginative.
When you reading through a book especialy fictional book the author will bring one to imagine the story
how the figures do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other people. When you read this
The Last Greatest Magician in the World: Howard Thurston Versus Houdini & the Battles of the American
Wizards, you may tells your family, friends in addition to soon about yours guide. Y our knowledge can
inspire others, make them reading a book.

Sue Eldred:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book especially book entitled The
Last Greatest Magician in the World: Howard Thurston Versus Houdini & the Battles of the American
Wizards your head will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe
unidentified for but surely will become your mind friends. Imaging every single word written in aguide then
become one type conclusion and explanation in which maybe you never get just before. The The Last
Greatest Magician in the World: Howard Thurston Versus Houdini & the Battles of the American Wizards
giving you a different experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you useful data for your
better life on this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern is your body and mind will likely be
pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning agame. Do you want to try this extraordinary
wasting spare time activity?

Ann Macdonald:

Do you redly one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book



store? Make an effort to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't assess book by its include
may doesn't work the following is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not while
fantastic as in the outside seem likes. Maybe you answer might be The Last Greatest Magician in the World:
Howard Thurston Versus Houdini & the Battles of the American Wizards why because the wonderful cover
that make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint you actually. Theinside or content
will be fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Y our reading 6th sense will directly make suggestions to
pick up this book.
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