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Religious traditions provide the stories and rituals that define the core values of church members. Yet
modern life in America can make those customs seem undesirable, even impractical. As aresult, many
congregations refashion church traditions so they may remain powerful and salient. How do these
transformations occur? How do clergy and worshipers negotiate which aspects should be preserved or
discarded?

Focusing on the innovations of several mainline Protestant churchesin the San Francisco Bay Area, Stephen
Ellingson’ s The Megachurch and the Mainline provides new understandings of the transformation of
spiritual traditions. For Ellingson, these particular congregations typify a new type of Lutheranism—one
which combines the evangelical approaches that are embodied in the growing legion of megachurches with
American society’ s emphasis on pragmatism and consumerism. Here Ellingson provides vivid descriptions
of congregations as they sacrifice hymns in favor of rock music and scrap traditional white robes and stoles
for Hawaiian shirts, while also making readers aware of the long history of similar attempts to Americanize
the Lutheran tradition.

Thisis an important examination of areligion in flux—one that speaks to the growing popularity of
evangelicalism in America.
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From reader reviews:
Tameka Ahmed:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to know everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or goal; it means that reserve has
different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. These are reading
whatever they acquire because their hobby is usually reading a book. Why not the person who don't like
examining a book? Sometime, individual feel need book once they found difficult problem or perhaps
exercise. Well, probably you'll have this The Megachurch and the Mainline: Remaking Religious Tradition
in the Twenty-first Century.

Randy Ander son:

Typically the book The Megachurch and the Mainline: Remaking Religious Tradition in the Twenty-first
Century will bring you to the new experience of reading a new book. The author style to explain the ideais
very unique. When you try to find new book to learn, this book very appropriate to you. The book The
Megachurch and the Mainline; Remaking Religious Tradition in the Twenty-first Century is much
recommended to you to study. Y ou can also get the e-book from official web site, so you can easier to read
the book.

Theresa Villarreal:

The actual book The Megachurch and the Mainline: Remaking Religious Tradition in the Twenty-first
Century has alot associated with on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get alot of benefit.
The book was compiled by the very famous author. M cdougal makes some research before write this book.
This particular book very easy to read you will get the point easily after looking over this book.

William Brown:

In this eraglobalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information better to
share. You can find alot of sources to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and soon. Y ou
can see that now, alot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The book that recommended to you is The
Megachurch and the Mainline: Remaking Religious Tradition in the Twenty-first Century this e-book consist
alot of the information with the condition of this world now. This book was represented how does the world
has grown up. The language styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. The writer made some
study when he makes this book. That's why this book appropriate al of you.
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