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The Matchmaker, the Apprentice, and the Football Fan moves between anarchic campuses, maddening
communist factories, and the victims of China’s economic miracle to showcase the absurdity, injustice, and
socialist Gothic of everyday Chinese life.

In “The Football Fan,” readers fall in with an intriguingly unreliable narrator who may or may not have
killed his elderly neighbor for a few hundred yuan. The bemused antihero of “Reeducation” is appalled to
discover that, ten years after graduating during the pro-democracy protests of 1989, his alma mater has
summoned him back for a punitive bout of political reeducation with a troublesome ex-girlfriend. “Da Ma’s
Way of Talking” is a fast, funny recollection of China’s picaresque late 1980s, told through the life and times
of one of our student narrator’s more controversial classmates; while “The Apprentice” plunges us into the
comic vexations of life in a more-or-less planned economy, as an enthusiastic young graduate is over-
exercised by his table-tennis-fanatic bosses, deprived of sleep by gambling-addicted colleagues, and stuffed
with hard-boiled eggs by an overzealous landlady. Full of acute observations, political bite, and piercing
insight into friendships and romance, these stories further establish Zhu Wen as a fearless commentator on
human nature and contemporary China.
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From reader reviews:

Karen Lawless:

The book The Matchmaker, the Apprentice, and the Football Fan: More Stories of China (Weatherhead
Books on Asia) can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you
want. Exactly why must we leave a very important thing like a book The Matchmaker, the Apprentice, and
the Football Fan: More Stories of China (Weatherhead Books on Asia)? Some of you have a different
opinion about guide. But one aim which book can give many information for us. It is absolutely proper.
Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you can give for
each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book The Matchmaker, the Apprentice, and the Football Fan:
More Stories of China (Weatherhead Books on Asia) has simple shape however you know: it has great and
massive function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by available and read a e-book. So it is
very wonderful.

Bill Kelly:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book especially book entitled The
Matchmaker, the Apprentice, and the Football Fan: More Stories of China (Weatherhead Books on Asia)
your brain will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe unidentified for but
surely can become your mind friends. Imaging every word written in a guide then become one type
conclusion and explanation this maybe you never get just before. The The Matchmaker, the Apprentice, and
the Football Fan: More Stories of China (Weatherhead Books on Asia) giving you yet another experience
more than blown away the mind but also giving you useful data for your better life in this particular era. So
now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern this is your body and mind are going to be pleased when you
are finished studying it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this extraordinary paying spare time
activity?

Bruce Smith:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book when
compared with can satisfy your short period of time to read it because all this time you only find book that
need more time to be examine. The Matchmaker, the Apprentice, and the Football Fan: More Stories of
China (Weatherhead Books on Asia) can be your answer as it can be read by you who have those short extra
time problems.

Kelly Breedlove:

You could spend your free time to read this book this reserve. This The Matchmaker, the Apprentice, and the
Football Fan: More Stories of China (Weatherhead Books on Asia) is simple to develop you can read it in the
area, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did not have got much space to bring often the printed book,



you can buy the e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone.
And so there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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