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"I was so impressed by what Dr. Lang has done in his new and very fresh approach to Handel, his life and
works, that I can find only one word to express my feeling about it: Monumental!" — Eugene Ormandy.
Universally known and admired for his great oratorio Messiah, George Frideric Handel (1695–1759) ranks
among the greatest composers of all time. Over a career of more than 50 years, most of it spent in England,
the German-born master composed numerous other oratorios, operas, concertos, chamber music, orchestral
suites, cantatas, and more. But until now, far less has been known about the man "possessed of a central
calm" but whose "driving force was incalculable."
In this immensely thorough and readable biography — considered by many scholars the definitive work on
Handel — renowned musicologist Paul Henry Lang penetrates the mystery of Handel's life to paint a vivid
portrait of the great composer, while offering expert analysis of Handel's music — its sources, nature, forms,
and influence.
Detailed, meticulously researched discussions cover Handel's birth and childhood in Halle; his early musical
training and years at university; sojourns in Italy and meetings with Corelli, Scarlatti, and other major
composers; Handel's adoption of England as his home; his business dealings in London; his somewhat
puzzling relations with women; the onset of blindness in 1751 and the end of his artistic career; his death in
1759 and burial in Westminster Abbey; and many other aspects of his long and complex life.
In addition to the breadth of biographical material, Dr. Lang offers detailed discussions of Handel's music, of
both its general characteristics and the specific features of such masterworks as the oratorios Messiah, Israel
in Egypt, Solomon and Judas Maccabaeus; the operas Giulio Cesare and Rinaldo; the orchestral suites Royal
Fireworks Music and Water Music;the pastoral Acis and Galatea; the odes Alexander's Feast and Ode for St.
Cecilia's Day; and many other compositions. Perceptive, extremely thorough and obviously a labor of love,
this masterly biography belongs in the library of every musician, music lover, and student of music and
music history.
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From reader reviews:

Jim Weigel:

The book George Frideric Handel (Dover Books on Music) can give more knowledge and also the precise
product information about everything you want. Why must we leave the great thing like a book George
Frideric Handel (Dover Books on Music)? Some of you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim
that book can give many information for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer with your
book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you could give for each other; it is possible to share all of
these. Book George Frideric Handel (Dover Books on Music) has simple shape but you know: it has great
and large function for you. You can seem the enormous world by open up and read a publication. So it is
very wonderful.

Shawn Croll:

The experience that you get from George Frideric Handel (Dover Books on Music) could be the more deep
you digging the information that hide inside words the more you get serious about reading it. It doesn't mean
that this book is hard to understand but George Frideric Handel (Dover Books on Music) giving you
excitement feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point in selected way that can be understood
by anyone who read it because the author of this e-book is well-known enough. This kind of book also
makes your current vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go together with you, both
in printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for having this particular George Frideric Handel
(Dover Books on Music) instantly.

Thomas Baldwin:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their free time with their family, or
their friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic in the park.
They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different to fill your own
free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book might be option to fill your totally free time/ holiday. The first
thing you ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to consider look for book, may
be the reserve untitled George Frideric Handel (Dover Books on Music) can be great book to read. May be it
may be best activity to you.

Jesus Rhode:

The book untitled George Frideric Handel (Dover Books on Music) contain a lot of information on it. The
writer explains your ex idea with easy method. The language is very simple to implement all the people, so
do definitely not worry, you can easy to read it. The book was written by famous author. The author brings
you in the new period of time of literary works. You can actually read this book because you can read more
your smart phone, or program, so you can read the book with anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish
to purchase the e-book, you can start their official web-site along with order it. Have a nice learn.
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