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Leonard Bernstein was arguably the most highly esteemed, influential, and charismatic American classical
music personality of the twentieth century. Conductor, composer, pianist, writer, educator, and human rights
activist, Bernstein truly led a life of Byronic intensity--passionate, risk-taking, and convention-breaking.
In November 1989, just a year before his death, Bernstein invited writer Jonathan Cott to his country home
in Fairfield, Connecticut for what turned out to be his last major interview--an unprecedented and
astonishingly frank twelve-hour conversation. Now, in Dinner with Lenny, Cott provides a complete account
of this remarkable dialogue in which Bernstein discourses with disarming frankness, humor, and intensity on
matters musical, pedagogical, political, psychological, spiritual, and the unabashedly personal. Bernstein
comes alive again, with vodka glass in hand, singing, humming, and making pointed comments on a wide
array of topics, from popular music ("the Beatles were the best songwriters since Gershwin"), to great
composers ("Wagner was always in a psychotic frenzy. He was a madman, a megalomaniac"), and politics
(lamenting "the brainlessness, the mindlessness, the carelessness, and the heedlessness of the Reagans of the
world"). And of course, Bernstein talks of conducting, advising students "to look at the score and make it
come alive as if they were the composer. If you can do that, you're a conductorand if you can't, you're not. If
I don't become Brahms or Tchaikovsky or Stravinsky when I'm conducting their works, then it won't be a
great performance."
After Rolling Stone magazine published an abridged version of the conversation in 1990, the Chicago
Tribune praised it as "an extraordinary interview" filled with "passion, wit, and acute analysis." Studs Terkel
called the interview "astonishing and revelatory." Now, this full-length version provides the reader with a
unique, you-are-there perspective on what it was like to converse with this gregarious, witty, candid, and
inspiring American dynamo.
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From reader reviews:

Marie Heidelberg:

Do you one among people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on
guys that aren't like that. This Dinner with Lenny: The Last Long Interview with Leonard Bernstein book is
readable through you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the information here are arrange for
enjoyable reading experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you.
The writer involving Dinner with Lenny: The Last Long Interview with Leonard Bernstein content conveys
the idea easily to understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not different in the information but
it just different by means of it. So , do you nevertheless thinking Dinner with Lenny: The Last Long
Interview with Leonard Bernstein is not loveable to be your top list reading book?

Donna Antonucci:

The publication with title Dinner with Lenny: The Last Long Interview with Leonard Bernstein contains a lot
of information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. That book exist new
know-how the information that exist in this publication represented the condition of the world currently. That
is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you inside
new era of the internationalization. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read the item
anywhere you want.

Robert Victor:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them loved ones or
their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV, as well as
playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity this is look different you can read
the book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent the whole day
to reading a e-book. The book Dinner with Lenny: The Last Long Interview with Leonard Bernstein it is
extremely good to read. There are a lot of people that recommended this book. These folks were enjoying
reading this book. In the event you did not have enough space to create this book you can buy the e-book.
You can m0ore quickly to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not too costly but this book has
high quality.

Linda Justice:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always try and and must have the free time or they will get lot of
stress from both daily life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely
indeed. People is human not just a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity do you have when the
spare time coming to an individual of course your answer can unlimited right. Then do you ever try this one,
reading ebooks. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, the particular book you have read
is usually Dinner with Lenny: The Last Long Interview with Leonard Bernstein.
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