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This is the story of Margarida de Portu, a fourteenth-century French medieval woman accused of poisoning
her husband to death. As Bednarski points out, the story is important not so much for what it tells us about
Margarida but for how it illuminates a past world. Through the depositions and accusations made in court,
the reader learns much about medieval women, female agency, kin networks, solidarity, sex, sickness,
medicine, and law.

Unlike most histories, this book does not remove the author from the analysis. Rather, it lays bare the
working methods of the historian. Throughout his tale, Bednarski skillfully weaves a second narrative about
how historians "do" history, highlighting the rewards and pitfalls of working with primary sources.

The book opens with a chapter on microhistory as a genre and explains its strengths, weaknesses, and
inherent risks. Next is a narrative of Margarida's criminal trial, followed by chapters on the civil suits and
appeal and Margarida's eventual fate. The book features a rough copy of a court notary, a notorial act, and a
sample of a criminal inquest record in the original Latin. A timeline of Margarida's life, list of characters,
and two family trees provide useful information on key people in the story. A map of late medieval
Manosque is also provided.
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From reader reviews:

Nancy Smith:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
That's why, you can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare
time to take a stroll, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or even read a book called A Poisoned
Past: The Life and Times of Margarida de Portu, a Fourteenth-Century Accused Poisoner (Thinking
Historically)? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You understand beside you can spend your time with
your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have additional
opinion?

Rosie Zimmerman:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this A Poisoned Past: The Life and Times
of Margarida de Portu, a Fourteenth-Century Accused Poisoner (Thinking Historically) guide written by
well-known writer who knows well how to make book that may be understand by anyone who all read the
book. Written throughout good manner for you, leaking every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate
your own hunger then you still skepticism A Poisoned Past: The Life and Times of Margarida de Portu, a
Fourteenth-Century Accused Poisoner (Thinking Historically) as good book not just by the cover but also by
the content. This is one reserve that can break don't judge book by its include, so do you still needing a
different sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already told you so why
you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.

Deborah Lacey:

As a student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library in order to make
summary for some book, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's heart or real their passion.
They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to right now there but nothing
reading critically. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring as well as can't see colorful
photographs on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know that on this
age, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's country.
So , this A Poisoned Past: The Life and Times of Margarida de Portu, a Fourteenth-Century Accused
Poisoner (Thinking Historically) can make you feel more interested to read.

Daniel Hutchison:

E-book is one of source of information. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen will need book to know the up-date information of year for you to year. As we know those
ebooks have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world. By
book A Poisoned Past: The Life and Times of Margarida de Portu, a Fourteenth-Century Accused Poisoner
(Thinking Historically) we can get more advantage. Don't you to be creative people? To become creative



person must love to read a book. Just simply choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't possibly
be doubt to change your life by this book A Poisoned Past: The Life and Times of Margarida de Portu, a
Fourteenth-Century Accused Poisoner (Thinking Historically). You can more appealing than now.
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