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In 1968, at the peak of the Vietnam War, centrist Congressman Melvin Laird (R-WI) agreed to serve as
Richard Nixon’s secretary of defense. It was not, Laird knew, a move likely to endear him to the American
public—but as he later said, “Nixon couldn’t find anybody else who wanted the damn job.” For the next four
years, Laird deftly navigated the morass of the war he had inherited. Lampooned as a “missile head,” but
decisive in crafting an exit strategy, he doggedly pursued his program of Vietnamization, initiating the
withdrawal of U.S. military personnel and gradually ceding combat responsibilities to South Vietnam. In
fighting to bring the troops home faster, pressing for more humane treatment of POWs, and helping to end
the draft, Laird employed a powerful blend of disarming Midwestern candor and Washington savvy, as he
sought a high moral road bent on Nixon’s oft-stated (and politically instrumental) goal of peace with honor.

            The first book ever to focus on Laird’s legacy, this authorized biography reveals his central and often
unrecognized role in managing the crisis of national identity sparked by the Vietnam War—and the
challenges, ethical and political, that confronted him along the way. Drawing on exclusive interviews with
Laird, Henry Kissinger, Gerald Ford, and numerous others, author Dale Van Atta offers a sympathetic
portrait of a man striving for open government in an atmosphere fraught with secrecy. Van Atta illuminates
the inner workings of high politics: Laird’s behind-the-scenes sparring with Kissinger over policy, his
decisions to ignore Nixon’s wilder directives, his formative impact on arms control and health care, his key
role in the selection of Ford for vice president, his frustration with the country’s abandonment of
Vietnamization, and, in later years, his unheeded warning to Donald Rumsfeld that “it’s a helluva lot easier
to get into a war than to get out of one.”
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From reader reviews:

Frances Barrett:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a book. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you can
add your knowledge by the e-book entitled With Honor: Melvin Laird in War, Peace, and Politics. Try to
make book With Honor: Melvin Laird in War, Peace, and Politics as your good friend. It means that it can to
be your friend when you truly feel alone and beside associated with course make you smarter than
previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book makes you considerably more confidence
because you can know every thing by the book. So , let's make new experience and knowledge with this
book.

Desmond Goforth:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a reserve you will get new information simply because book is one of several
ways to share the information or their idea. Second, examining a book will make anyone more imaginative.
When you examining a book especially fiction book the author will bring that you imagine the story how the
personas do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read this
With Honor: Melvin Laird in War, Peace, and Politics, it is possible to tells your family, friends in addition
to soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a publication.

Betty Blake:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book especially book
entitled With Honor: Melvin Laird in War, Peace, and Politics the mind will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely can become your mind
friends. Imaging every single word written in a e-book then become one contact form conclusion and
explanation which maybe you never get previous to. The With Honor: Melvin Laird in War, Peace, and
Politics giving you a different experience more than blown away your head but also giving you useful details
for your better life in this era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and
mind will probably be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like winning a game. Do you want
to try this extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Awilda Kell:

You can obtain this With Honor: Melvin Laird in War, Peace, and Politics by visit the bookstore or Mall.
Merely viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds
of this book are various. Not only by means of written or printed and also can you enjoy this book through e-
book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking of your mobile phone and searching what their
problem. Right now, choose your personal ways to get more information about your e-book. It is most



important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to choose right ways
for you.
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