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A century ago, daily life ground to a halt when the circus rolled into town. Across America, banks closed,
schools canceled classes, farmers left their fields, and factories shut down so that everyone could go to the
show. In this entertaining and provocative book, Janet Davis links the flowering of the early-twentieth-
century American railroad circus to such broader historical developments as the rise of big business, the
breakdown of separate spheres for men and women, and the genesis of the United States overseas empire. In
the process, she casts the circus as a powerful force in consolidating the nation's identity as a modern
industrial society and world power.

Davis explores the multiple "shows" that took place under the big top, from scripted performances to
exhibitions of laborers assembling and tearing down tents to impromptu spectacles of audiences brawling,
acrobats falling, and animals rampaging. Turning Victorian notions of gender, race, and nationhood topsy-
turvy, the circus brought its vision of arapidly changing world to spectators--rural as well as urban--across
the nation. Even today, Davis contends, the influence of the circus continues to resonate in popular
representations of gender, race, and the wider world.
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From reader reviews:
Sara Otoole:

The book The Circus Age: Culture and Society under the American Big Top make you feel enjoy for your
gpare time. Y ou may use to make your capable much more increase. Book can to get your best friend when
you getting strain or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make reading through a book
The Circus Age: Culture and Society under the American Big Top to be your habit, you can get considerably
more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about afew or all subjects. It is
possible to know everything if you like wide open and read a e-book The Circus Age: Culture and Society
under the American Big Top. Kinds of book are alot of. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia
or other people. So , how do you think about this book?

Matthew Gregg:

Aswe know that book is vital thing to add our understanding for everything. By areserve we can know
everything we wish. A book isapair of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year ended
up being exactly added. This reserve The Circus Age: Culture and Society under the American Big Top was
filled concerning science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your scientific research
competence. Some peopl e has different feel when they reading a book. If you know how big benefit of a
book, you can really feel enjoy to read a guide. In the modern eralike at this point, many ways to get book
that you just wanted.

Ledie White:

That book can make you to fed relax. This particular book The Circus Age: Culture and Society under the
American Big Top was colourful and of course has pictures on there. Aswe know that book The Circus Age:
Culture and Society under the American Big Top has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until teens. For
example Naruto or I nvestigation company Conan you can read and think you are the character on there.
Therefore, not at al of book tend to be make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try
to choose the best book to suit your needs and try to like reading which.

Nancy Kidder:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got college students? We believe that that
problem was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby.
And aso you know that little person such as reading or as reading become their hobby. Y ou should know
that reading is very important in addition to book as to be the thing. Book isimportant thing to incorporate
you knowledge, except your teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update concerning something by
book. Many kinds of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is niagra The Circus Age:
Culture and Society under the American Big Top.
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