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At The Age Of Twenty-One, Ledlie Van Houten was sentenced to death, along with Charles Manson and his
other disciples, for the infamous murder rampage spanning two nightsin August 1969. Ledlie, who was
present at the Rosemary and Leno LaBianca stabbings, serenely accepted her sentence, wishing only that she
had better served Manson in carrying out his apocalyptic vision of "Helter Skelter." When the United States
temporarily suspended its death penalty, her sentence for murder conspiracy was converted to lifein prison.
Today, at the age of 51, after three trials and with no parole in sight, L eslie has become a remarkable
survivor of aliving nightmare. Thiswork presents the first in-depth look at how this "girl-next-door" became
one of Manson's"girls." It aso tells about Karlene Faith's thirty-year friendship with Leslie, whom she met
while teaching in prison. To everyone who encountered Leslie - including prison staff and television
journalists - she was not the demon typically portrayed by the media, but rather a gentle, generous spirit who
mourned her victims. But why didn't thisintelligent young woman see the evil in the "messiah” who had
sexually exploited her, preached aracist ideology, and ordered her to murder? Faith pieces together the
puzzle, starting with Ledli€'s spiritual quest within the sixties counterculture and her immediate attraction to
Manson during a chance meeting. We learn of Manson's ability to look into her mind and commiserate with
her turmoil. We aso see his own need to control women and how his brai nwashing techniques enabled his
followers to embrace him as God, giving them little choice but to obey. Leslie€'s journey out of Manson's
grasp isariveting feminist and spiritual story of recovering one's self. Why this rehabilitated woman, long
punished for one man's madness, has not been able to leave prison is another story Faith bringsto light.
Filled with accounts of political injustices, this powerful book moves the reader to rethink the meanings and
limits of guilt and punishment.
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From reader reviews:
Gregory Jones:

The event that you get from The Long Prison Journey of Leslie van Houten: Life Beyond the Cult
(Northeastern Series on Gender, Crime, and Law) may be the more deep you searching the information that
hide in the words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to be
aware of but The Long Prison Journey of Leslie van Houten: Life Beyond the Cult (Northeastern Series on
Gender, Crime, and Law) giving you buzz feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in certain
way that can be understood by means of anyone who read that because the author of thisreserveiswell-
known enough. That book also makes your own vocabulary increase well. That makesit easy to understand
then can go aong, both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for having that The Long
Prison Journey of Ledlie van Houten: Life Beyond the Cult (Northeastern Series on Gender, Crime, and
Law) instantly.

Barbie Brookins:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With studying you can get alot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world could share their
idea. Books can also inspire alot of people. Many author can inspire all their reader with their story or their
experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the knowledge about
something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your children, there
are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors nowadays always try to improve their skill in writing,
they also doing some investigation before they write to the book. One of them isthis The Long Prison
Journey of Leslie van Houten: Life Beyond the Cult (Northeastern Series on Gender, Crime, and Law).

James Hopwood:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them loved
ones or their friend. Are you aware? Many alot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or maybe
playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity honestly, that islook different you
can read some sort of book. It isreally fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you
can spent 24 hours a day to reading a book. The book The Long Prison Journey of Leslie van Houten: Life
Beyond the Cult (Northeastern Series on Gender, Crime, and Law) it doesn't matter what good to read. There
are alot of folks that recommended this book. These folks were enjoying reading this book. If you did not
have enough space to create this book you can buy the e-book. Y ou can mQOore easily to read this book
through your smart phone. The price is not too costly but this book possesses high quality.

Jessie Davis:

Do you redlly one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Attempt to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't evaluate book by its deal with may



doesn't work at this point is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not since fantastic asin
the outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer may be The Long Prison Journey of Leslie van Houten: Life
Beyond the Cult (Northeastern Series on Gender, Crime, and Law) why because the great cover that make
you consider concerning the content will not disappoint a person. The inside or content is usually fantastic as
the outside or perhaps cover. Y our reading sixth sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.
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