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Farmers held a pivotal role in the capitalist agriculture that emerged in England in the eighteenth century, yet
they have attracted little attention from rural historians. Farmers made agriculture happen. They brought
together the capital and the technical and management skills which allowed food to be produced. It was they
- and not landowners - who employed and supervised labour. They accepted the risk inherent in agriculture,
paying largely fixed rents out of fluctuating and uncertain incomes. They are the rural equivalent of the small
businessman with his own firm, employing people and producing for markets, sometimes distant ones. Our
ignorance of the farmer might be justified by the claim that they are ill-documented, but in fact farmers were
normally literate and kept records - day books, journals, accounts. This volume goes some way to counter the
claim that a history of the farmer cannot be written by showing the range of materials available and the
diversity of approaches which can be employed to study the activities and actions of individual farmers from
the sixteenth century onwards. Farm records offer invaluable insights into the farming economy which are
available nowhere else. In this volume accounts are used in a variety of ways - as the means to access single
farms, but also in gross, as a national sample of accounts, to reveal regional variation over time. For the later
nineteenth and twentieth centuries the range of sources available increases enormously and farmers - indeed
farmer's wives too - emerge as articulate commentators on their own position, using correspondence to
outline their difficulties in the First World War. Some even developed second careers as newspaper
columnists and journalists. This book focuses attention back on the farmer and, it is hoped, will help to
restore farmers to their rightful position in history as rural entrepreneurs.
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From reader reviews:

Ray Davis:

The experience that you get from The Farmer in England, 1650-1980 (Rural Worlds: Economic, Social, and
Cultural Histories of Ag) could be the more deep you excavating the information that hide within the words
the more you get interested in reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to recognise but The Farmer
in England, 1650-1980 (Rural Worlds: Economic, Social, and Cultural Histories of Ag) giving you buzz
feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in selected way that can be understood simply by anyone
who read it because the author of this e-book is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your
current vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book
style are available. We advise you for having that The Farmer in England, 1650-1980 (Rural Worlds:
Economic, Social, and Cultural Histories of Ag) instantly.

Woodrow Harker:

This book untitled The Farmer in England, 1650-1980 (Rural Worlds: Economic, Social, and Cultural
Histories of Ag) to be one of several books that best seller in this year, this is because when you read this
reserve you can get a lot of benefit upon it. You will easily to buy that book in the book retailer or you can
order it via online. The publisher of this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this
book, as you can read this book in your Smart phone. So there is no reason for you to past this reserve from
your list.

Brenda Blackmer:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this The Farmer in England, 1650-1980
(Rural Worlds: Economic, Social, and Cultural Histories of Ag) guide written by well-known writer who
knows well how to make book that can be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written in good
manner for you, leaking every ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still
doubt The Farmer in England, 1650-1980 (Rural Worlds: Economic, Social, and Cultural Histories of Ag) as
good book not simply by the cover but also by the content. This is one guide that can break don't determine
book by its deal with, so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your looking at
sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.

Donna Graham:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
from the book. Book is prepared or printed or highlighted from each source that will filled update of news. In
this particular modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for a person. From
media social like newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic.
You can add your knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or
just searching for the The Farmer in England, 1650-1980 (Rural Worlds: Economic, Social, and Cultural



Histories of Ag) when you required it?
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