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A native of Nashville and the son of former slaves, William Edmondson (1872 - 1951) was the first African
American artist to be featured in a solo show at New York's Museum of Modern Art (1937). For this
exhibition MoMA director Alfred Barr remarked, "Usually the naïve artist works in the easier medium of
painting. Edmondson, however, has chosen to work in limestone, which he attacks with extraordinary
courage and directness, to carve out simple, emphatic forms." Robert Bishop, the late director of the Museum
of American Folk Art, declared Edmondson to be "one of the outstanding folk carvers--if not the outstanding
one--of the twentieth century."

Edmondson's first works were memorial gravestones. Later he created animal, human, and celestial figures.
His carvings were inspired by his faith, community, and culture. He told the story of how God spoke to him.
"I was out in the driveway with some old pieces of stone when I heard a voice telling me to pick up my tools
and start to work on a tombstone. I looked up in the sky and right there in the noon daylight He hung a
tombstone out for me to make."

Showcasing Edmondson's sculpture and placing it in the mainstream of American art for the first time, this
lavishly illustrated volume accompanies a traveling exhibition organized by the Cheekwood Museum of Art
in Nashville. In new interpretations that challenge long-held views about Edmondson's artistic naieveté, the
essays emphasize his profound and intimate connection to his community and its traditions. Adding
immeasurably to the understanding of Edmondson's art are photographs by Edward Weston, Louise Dahl-
Wolfe, and Consuelo Kanaga that show the artist in his community and his workplace.
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From reader reviews:

Lula Barnes:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
That's why, you can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their particular
spare time to take a wander, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or read a book allowed
The Art of William Edmondson? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You realize beside you can
spend your time with the favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you
have various other opinion?

Cheree Rodriquez:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new info.
When you read a guide you will get new information because book is one of a number of ways to share the
information or their idea. Second, studying a book will make you actually more imaginative. When you
reading a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the figures do
it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read this The Art of
William Edmondson, you can tells your family, friends along with soon about yours reserve. Your
knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a guide.

Fred Nelson:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our know-how for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we wish. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year had
been exactly added. This reserve The Art of William Edmondson was filled concerning science. Spend your
free time to add your knowledge about your technology competence. Some people has various feel when
they reading a book. If you know how big benefit from a book, you can sense enjoy to read a publication. In
the modern era like at this point, many ways to get book which you wanted.

Jacob Brown:

Reserve is one of source of knowledge. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen want book to know the up-date information of year in order to year. As we know
those ebooks have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world.
Through the book The Art of William Edmondson we can consider more advantage. Don't that you be
creative people? To become creative person must love to read a book. Simply choose the best book that
appropriate with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life with this book The Art of William
Edmondson. You can more attractive than now.
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