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The Empress Eugénie, wife of Napoleon |11 and one of the most beautiful women ever to grace athrone, was
the victim of her own inconstant mind. A daughter of an aristocratic Spanish family, she had a natural
reverence for legitimate monarchy; yet her high-spirited temperament and chivalric outlook made her admire
instinctively the boldness and aura of glory that she associated with the Napoleonic empire. The incongruous
principles of Legitimism and Bonapartism battling within the Empress produced in her a double-mindedness
that had tragic consequences.

The Empress has always been a controversia figure. Her enemies have blamed her the fall of the Second
Empire and the defeat of France; her admirers have disclaimed for her any part in the mistakes that led to the
disastrous Franco-Prussian War of 1870. To determine the actual role that Eugénie played, Barker, using
material from public and private European archives and awide range of published works, examinesin
Distaff Diplomacy the development of the Empress' views on foreign affairs and ascertains their effect on the
formation of the policies of the Second Empire.

Eugéni€e's influence fluctuated widely over the years. As a bride she was neither interested in nor
knowledgable about foreign matters; as a middle-aged woman, in the late years of the Empire, she was
discredited by her past errors, but she continued to pull strings outside of normal diplomatic channels. Her
most sustained and effective work, from 1861 to 1863, was largely the inspiration for a grand design to
remake the map to assure French hegemony in Europe and to establish an empire in Mexico. The success of
this design rested on an Austro-French alliance; but the design itself, reflecting the Empress' incoherent
thinking, contained the fatal inconsistencies that made Austrian rejection of it inevitable. Since the Mexican
expedition and the diplomatic muddle of 1863 were the watershed from which the subsequent troubles of the
Empire flowed, the Empress must be held responsible for seriously undermining the foreign policy of the
Empire. Despite Eugénie's many fine qualities—her generosity of spirit, her splendid courage, and her moral
integrity—her diplomatic efforts, affected as they were by her background, temperament, state of health, and
changing moods, did not amount to statesmanship. Thisfirst systematic examination of the Empress
influence on foreign policy delves deeply and carefully into the subject.
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From reader reviews:
Mar cus Galvan:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important take action,
like looking for your favorite publication and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your long lasting
problem; you can add your knowledge by the book entitled Distaff Diplomacy: The Empress Eugénie and
the Foreign Policy of the Second Empire. Try to face the book Distaff Diplomacy: The Empress Eugénie and
the Foreign Policy of the Second Empire as your close friend. It means that it can being your friend when
you sense aone and beside that course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you
personally. The book makes you more confidence because you can know almost everything by the book. So,
let me make new experience along with knowledge with this book.

Michael Collins:

Book is actually written, printed, or illustrated for everything. Y ou can realize everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. Asit is known to us that book is important issue to bring us around
the world. Alongside that you can your reading skill was fluently. A publication Distaff Diplomacy: The
Empress Eugénie and the Foreign Policy of the Second Empire will make you to be smarter. Y ou can feel
more confidence if you can know about every little thing. But some of you think that open or reading the
book make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you searching for
best book or ideal book with you?

Mindy Simmons:

Reading areserve tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With looking at you can get alot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in thisworld can share their
idea. Textbooks can also inspire alot of people. Many author can inspire their own reader with their story or
perhaps their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the books. But aso they write about the ability
about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your kids, there
are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authorsin thisworld always try to improve their talent in
writing, they also doing some study before they write on their book. One of them is this Distaff Diplomacy:
The Empress Eugénie and the Foreign Policy of the Second Empire.

Edward Davidson:

Distaff Diplomacy: The Empress Eugénie and the Foreign Policy of the Second Empire can be one of your
starter books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this reserve has good
vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering
the information. The article author giving hisher effort to put every word into enjoyment arrangement in
writing Distaff Diplomacy: The Empress Eugénie and the Foreign Policy of the Second Empire but doesn't
forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource data that maybe you



can be considered one of it. This great information can drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial
contemplating.
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