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The wrenching decision facing successful women choosing between demanding careers and intensive family
lives has been the subject of many articles and books, most of which propose strategies for resolving the
dilemma. Competing Devotions focuses on broader social and cultural forces that create women's identities
and shape their understanding of what makes life worth living.

Mary Blair-Loy examines the career paths of women financial executives who have tried various approaches
to balancing career and family. The professional level these women have attained requires a huge
commitment of time, energy, and emotion that seems natural to employers and clients, who assume that a
career deserves single-minded allegiance. Meanwhile, these women must confront the cultural model of
family that defines marriage and motherhood as a woman's primary vocation. This ideal promises women
creativity, intimacy, and financial stability in caring for a family. It defines children as fragile and assumes
that men lack the selflessness and patience that children's primary caregivers need. This ideal is taken for
granted in much of contemporary society.

The power of these assumptions is enormous but not absolute. Competing Devotions identifies women
executives who try to reshape these ideas. These mavericks, who face great resistance but are aided by new
ideological and material resources that come with historical change, may eventually redefine both the nuclear
family and the capitalist firm in ways that reduce work-family conflict.
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From reader reviews:

Sylvester Wedding:

Do you considered one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained from the straightway,
hold on guys this aren't like that. This Competing Devotions: Career and Family among Women Executives
book is readable by you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the information here are arrange for
enjoyable looking at experience without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you.
The writer involving Competing Devotions: Career and Family among Women Executives content conveys
thinking easily to understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the written
content but it just different as it. So , do you nevertheless thinking Competing Devotions: Career and Family
among Women Executives is not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Terri Wiggins:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information today can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even a concern. What people must be consider
when those information which is from the former life are challenging be find than now is taking seriously
which one is acceptable to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you have the
unstable resource then you buy it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All
those possibilities will not happen with you if you take Competing Devotions: Career and Family among
Women Executives as your daily resource information.

Jackie Gonzalez:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Try to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't judge book by its cover may doesn't
work this is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside
appearance likes. Maybe you answer is usually Competing Devotions: Career and Family among Women
Executives why because the great cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint you.
The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading sixth sense will
directly direct you to pick up this book.

Heather Killen:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book than can satisfy
your limited time to read it because all of this time you only find guide that need more time to be study.
Competing Devotions: Career and Family among Women Executives can be your answer as it can be read by
a person who have those short free time problems.
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