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Cities of Commerce develops a model of institutional change in European commerce based on urban rivalry.
Cities continuously competed with each other by adapting commercial, legal, and financial institutions to the
evolving needs of merchants. Oscar Gelderblom traces the successive rise of Bruges, Antwerp, and
Amsterdam to commercial primacy between 1250 and 1650, showing how dominant cities feared being
displaced by challengers while lesser cities sought to keep up by cultivating policies favorable to trade. He
argues that it was this competitive urban network that promoted open-access institutions in the Low
Countries, and emphasizes the central role played by the urban power holders--the magistrates--in fostering
these inclusive institutional arrangements. Gelderblom describes how the city fathers resisted the predatory
or reckless actions of their territorial rulers, and how their nonrestrictive approach to commercial life
succeeded in attracting merchants from all over Europe.

Cities of Commerce intervenes in an important debate on the growth of trade in Europe before the Industrial
Revolution. Challenging influential theories that attribute this commercial expansion to the political strength
of merchants, this book demonstrates how urban rivalry fostered the creation of open-access institutions in
international trade.
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From reader reviews:

Matthew Siller:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yep, you
can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to
take a stroll, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book called Cities of
Commerce: The Institutional Foundations of International Trade in the Low Countries, 1250-1650 (The
Princeton Economic History of the Western World)? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You realize
beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you
agree with their opinion or you have additional opinion?

Charles Wilkerson:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading habit give
you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the
book that improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of book you
read, if you want have more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want experience happy read
one along with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The particular Cities of Commerce: The
Institutional Foundations of International Trade in the Low Countries, 1250-1650 (The Princeton Economic
History of the Western World) is kind of guide which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Gayle Anderson:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book thus. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a publication will give you a lot of
new facts. When you read a reserve you will get new information simply because book is one of several
ways to share the information or their idea. Second, examining a book will make you more imaginative.
When you looking at a book especially fictional book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the
story how the characters do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other people. When you
read this Cities of Commerce: The Institutional Foundations of International Trade in the Low Countries,
1250-1650 (The Princeton Economic History of the Western World), you may tells your family, friends and
also soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a guide.

Edwina Hinkle:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their spare time with their
family, or all their friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, going to beach, or
picnic within the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to
something different to fill your own free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book could be option to
fill your free time/ holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If



you want to attempt look for book, may be the e-book untitled Cities of Commerce: The Institutional
Foundations of International Trade in the Low Countries, 1250-1650 (The Princeton Economic History of
the Western World) can be great book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.
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