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Ever since Eve tempted Adam with her apple, women have been regarded as a corrupting and destructive
force. The very idea that women can be used as interrogation tools, as evidenced in the infamous Abu Ghraib
torture photos, plays on age-old fears of women as sexually threatening weapons, and therefore the literal
explosion of women onto the war scene should come as no surprise.

From the female soldiers involved in Abu Ghraib to Palestinian women suicide bombers, women and their
bodies have become powerful weapons in the Afghanistan and Iraq wars. In Women as Weapons of War,
Kelly Oliver reveals how the media and the administration frequently use metaphors of weaponry to describe
women and female sexuality and forge a deliberate link between notions of vulnerability and images of
violence. Focusing specifically on the U.S. campaigns in Afghanistan and Iraq, Oliver analyzes
contemporary discourse surrounding women, sex, and gender and the use of women to justify America's
decision to go to war. For example, the administration's call to liberate "women of cover," suggesting a
woman's right to bare arms is a sign of freedom and progress.

Oliver also considers what forms of cultural meaning, or lack of meaning, could cause both the guiltlessness
demonstrated by female soldiers at Abu Ghraib and the profound commitment to death made by suicide
bombers. She examines the pleasure taken in violence and the passion for death exhibited by these women
and what kind of contexts created them. In conclusion, Oliver diagnoses our cultural fascination with sex,
violence, and death and its relationship with live news coverage and embedded reporting, which naturalizes
horrific events and stymies critical reflection. This process, she argues, further compromises the borders
between fantasy and reality, fueling a kind of paranoid patriotism that results in extreme forms of violence.
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From reader reviews:

Amanda Moberly:

The book Women as Weapons of War: Iraq, Sex, and the Media can give more knowledge and information
about everything you want. Why then must we leave a good thing like a book Women as Weapons of War:
Iraq, Sex, and the Media? Some of you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim that will book
can give many information for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer with your book.
Knowledge or data that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; you are able to share all of
these. Book Women as Weapons of War: Iraq, Sex, and the Media has simple shape nevertheless, you know:
it has great and massive function for you. You can seem the enormous world by open and read a guide. So it
is very wonderful.

Jimmy Maiden:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind ability or
thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book when compared with
can satisfy your short time to read it because all of this time you only find publication that need more time to
be examine. Women as Weapons of War: Iraq, Sex, and the Media can be your answer since it can be read
by you who have those short free time problems.

Douglas Henry:

With this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability to do something more are more special
than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple method to have that. What you have
to do is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to possess a look at some books. One of several
books in the top listing in your reading list is Women as Weapons of War: Iraq, Sex, and the Media. This
book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in turning out to be precious person.
By looking upward and review this book you can get many advantages.

Candice Sharkey:

Guide is one of source of information. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen will need book to know the revise information of year to year. As we know those
publications have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the
world. By book Women as Weapons of War: Iraq, Sex, and the Media we can take more advantage. Don't
you to definitely be creative people? For being creative person must choose to read a book. Just choose the
best book that suitable with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life with this book Women as
Weapons of War: Iraq, Sex, and the Media. You can more pleasing than now.
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