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Tens of thousands of people were persecuted and put to death as witches between 1400 and 1700 — the great
age of witch hunts. Why did the witch hunts arise, flourish and decline during this period? What purpose did
the persecutions serve? Who was accused, and what was the role of magic in the hunts? This important
reassessment of witch panics and persecutions in Europeand colonial America both challenges and enhances
existing interpretations of the phenomenon. Locating its origins 400 years earlier in the growing perception
of threats to Western Christendom, Robert Thurston outlines the development of a ‘ persecuting society’ in

which campaigns against scapegoats such as heretics, Jews, lepers and homosexuals set the scene for the
later witch hunts.

He examines the creation of the witch stereotype and looks at how the early trials and hunts evolved, with
the shift from accusatory to inquisitorial court procedures and reliance upon confessions leading to the
increasing use of torture.
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From reader reviews:
David Crockett:

Within other casg, little persons like to read book The Witch Hunts: A History of the Witch Persecutionsin
Europe and North America. Y ou can choose the best book if you like reading a book. Aslong as we know
about how isimportant any book The Witch Hunts: A History of the Witch Persecutions in Europe and
North America. You can add know-how and of course you can around the world by way of a book.
Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can understand everything! From your country till foreign or
abroad you will end up known. About simple thing until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this
era, we could open abook aswell as searching by internet device. It is called e-book. Y ou may use it when
you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's go through.

Jeff Puckett:

The book The Witch Hunts: A History of the Witch Persecutions in Europe and North America can give
more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. Why then must we
|leave the great thing like a book The Witch Hunts: A History of the Witch Persecutions in Europe and North
America? A few of you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim that will book can give many
datafor us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or details that
you take for that, you may give for each other; you may share al of these. Book The Witch Hunts: A History
of the Witch Persecutions in Europe and North America has simple shape however you know: it has great
and large function for you. Y ou can search the enormous world by available and read aguide. So it isvery
wonderful.

Benjamin Chambers:

Baook isto be different per grade. Book for children until adult are different content. Asit is known to us that
book is very important for us. The book The Witch Hunts: A History of the Witch Persecutions in Europe
and North America was making you to know about other know-how and of course you can take more
information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The guide The Witch Hunts: A History of the Witch
Persecutions in Europe and North Americais not only giving you alot more new information but also to get
your friend when you truly feel bored. Y ou can spend your own personal spend time to read your e-book.
Try to make relationship while using book The Witch Hunts: A History of the Witch Persecutions in Europe
and North America. You never feel lose out for everything in the event you read some books.

David Wolverton:

This The Witch Hunts: A History of the Witch Persecutionsin Europe and North America book is not really
ordinary book, you have it then the world isin your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book is

usually information inside this publication incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper
anyone read alot of information you will get. This The Witch Hunts: A History of the Witch Persecutionsin



Europe and North America without we realize teach the one who reading it become critical in considering
and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry The Witch Hunts: A History of the Witch Persecutions in Europe and
North America can bring whenever you are and not make your bag space or bookshelves' become fulll
because you can have it in your lovely laptop even cellphone. This The Witch Hunts: A History of the Witch
Persecutions in Europe and North America having excellent arrangement in word and also layout, so you
will not experience uninterested in reading.
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