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Robert Tombs’s momentous The English and Their History is both a startlingly fresh and a uniquely
inclusive account of the people who have a claim to be the oldest nation in the world. The English first came
into existence as an idea, before they had a common ruler and before the country they lived in even had a
name. They have lasted as a recognizable entity ever since, and their defining national institutions can be
traced back to the earliest years of their history.

The English have come a long way from those first precarious days of invasion and conquest, with many
spectacular changes of fortune. Their political, economic and cultural contacts have left traces for good and
ill across the world. This book describes their history and its meanings from their beginnings in the
monasteries of Northumbria and the wetlands of Wessex to the cosmopolitan energy of today’s England.
Robert Tombs draws out important threads running through the story, including participatory government,
language, law, religion, the land and the sea, and ever-changing relations with other peoples. Not the least of
these connections are the ways the English have understood their own history, have argued about it,
forgotten it and yet been shaped by it. These diverse and sometimes conflicting understandings are an
inherent part of their identity.

Rather to their surprise, as ties within the United Kingdom loosen, the English are suddenly embarking on a
new chapter. The English and Their History, the first single-volume work on this scale for more than half a
century, and which incorporates a wealth of recent scholarship, presents a challenging modern account of
this immense and continuing story, bringing out the strength and resilience of English government, the deep
patterns of division and also the persistent capacity to come together in the face of danger.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Peter Tesch:

The book The English and Their History can give more knowledge and information about everything you
want. Why must we leave the great thing like a book The English and Their History? A number of you have
a different opinion about e-book. But one aim which book can give many info for us. It is absolutely proper.
Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, you can give for
each other; you may share all of these. Book The English and Their History has simple shape but the truth is
know: it has great and massive function for you. You can appear the enormous world by open up and read a
e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Raymond Bailey:

The particular book The English and Their History will bring one to the new experience of reading a book.
The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. In the event you try to find new book to see, this book
very suitable to you. The book The English and Their History is much recommended to you you just read.
You can also get the e-book in the official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Adeline Bonds:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, short story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not attempting The English and Their History
that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading habit all over the world
can be said as the opportunity for people to know world better then how they react toward the world. It can't
be claimed constantly that reading practice only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to become
success person. So , for all you who want to start examining as your good habit, you could pick The English
and Their History become your current starter.

Cindi Russell:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make anyone to
understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information better to share. You
can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and soon. You will see that
now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The actual book that recommended for your
requirements is The English and Their History this guide consist a lot of the information from the condition
of this world now. This specific book was represented how does the world has grown up. The vocabulary
styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer made some study
when he makes this book. That's why this book suitable all of you.
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