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Here is an intriguing exploration of the ways in which the history of the Spanish Conquest has been misread
and passed down to become popular knowledge of these events. The book offers a fresh account of the
activities of the best-known conquistadors and explorers, including Columbus, Cortes, and Pizarro. Using a
wide array of sources, historian Matthew Restall highlights seven key myths, uncovering the source of the
inaccuracies and exploding the fallacies and misconceptions behind each myth. This vividly written and
authoritative book shows, for instance, that native Americans did not take the conquistadors for gods and that
small numbers of vastly outnumbered Spaniards did not bring down great empires with stunning rapidity.
We discover that Columbus was correctly seen in his lifetime--and for decades after--as a briefly fortunate
but unexceptional participant in efforts involving many southern Europeans. It was only much later that
Columbus was portrayed as a great man who fought against the ignorance of his age to discover the new
world. Another popular misconception--that the Conquistadors worked alone--is shattered by the revelation
that vast numbers of black and native allies joined them in a conflict that pitted native Americans against
each other. This and other factors, not the supposed superiority of the Spaniards, made conquests possible.
The Conquest, Restall shows, was more complex--and more fascinating--than conventional histories have
portrayed it. Seven Myths of the Spanish Conquest offers a richer and more nuanced account of a key event
in the history of the Americas.
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From reader reviews:

Ginger Beals:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Sure, you can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a
wander, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or even read a book titled Seven Myths of the
Spanish Conquest? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You already know beside you can spend your
time with the favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have some
other opinion?

Norma Lorentzen:

Here thing why this kind of Seven Myths of the Spanish Conquest are different and dependable to be yours.
First of all reading through a book is good but it depends in the content than it which is the content is as
yummy as food or not. Seven Myths of the Spanish Conquest giving you information deeper since different
ways, you can find any guide out there but there is no publication that similar with Seven Myths of the
Spanish Conquest. It gives you thrill looking at journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing this
happened in the world which is possibly can be happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in
park, café, or even in your means home by train. In case you are having difficulties in bringing the imprinted
book maybe the form of Seven Myths of the Spanish Conquest in e-book can be your substitute.

Beverly McClendon:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to select book
like comic, quick story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not striving Seven Myths of the Spanish
Conquest that give your fun preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading practice all
over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know world considerably better then how they
react towards the world. It can't be said constantly that reading routine only for the geeky individual but for
all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for every you who want to start reading through as
your good habit, it is possible to pick Seven Myths of the Spanish Conquest become your own starter.

Nancy Brown:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book when
compared with can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because all of this time you only find e-book
that need more time to be learn. Seven Myths of the Spanish Conquest can be your answer because it can be
read by you actually who have those short extra time problems.
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