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A year in Paris. . . since World War 11, countless American students have been lured by that vision—and
been transformed by their sojourn in the City of Light. Dreaming in French tells three stories of that
experience, and how it changed the lives of three extraordinary American women.

All three women would go on to become icons, key figuresin American cultural, intellectual, and political
life, but when they embarked for France, they were young, little-known, uncertain about their future, and
drawn to the culture, sophistication, and dramathat only Paris could offer. Y et their backgrounds and their
dreams couldn’t have been more different. Jacqueline Bouvier was a twenty-year-old debutante, a Catholic
girl from awealthy East Coast family. Susan Sontag was twenty-four, a precocious Jewish intellectual from
aNorth Hollywood family of modest means, and Paris was a refuge from motherhood, afailing marriage,
and graduate work in philosophy at Oxford. Angela Davis, a French mgjor at Brandeis from a prominent
African American family in Birmingham, Alabama, found herself the only black student in her year abroad
program—in a summer when all the news from Birmingham was of unprecedented racial violence.

Kaplan takes readers into the lives, hopes, and ambitions of these young women, tracing their paths to Paris
and tracking the discoveries, intellectual adventures, friendships, and loves that they found there. For all
three women, France was far from a passing fancy; rather, Kaplan shows, the year abroad continued to
influence them, a significant part of their intellectual and cultural makeup, for the rest of their lives. Jackie
Kennedy carried her love of France to the White House and to her later career as abook editor, bringing her
cultural and linguistic fluency to everything from art and diplomacy to fashion and historic restoration—to
the extent that many, including Jackie herself, worried that she might seem “too French.” Sontag found in
France amodel for the life of the mind that she was determined to lead; the intellectual world she observed
from afar during that first year in Parisinspired her most important work and remained a key influence—to
be grappled with, explored, and transcended—the rest of her life. Davis, meanwhile, found that her Parisian
vantage strengthened her sense of political exile from racism at home and brought a sense of solidarity with
Algerian independence. For her, Pariswas a city of political commitment, activism, and militancy, qualities
that would deeply inform her own revolutionary agenda and soon make her a hero to the French writers she
had once studied.

Kaplan, whose own junior year abroad played a prominent rolein her classic memoir, French Lessons, spins
these three quite different stories into one evocative biography, brimming with the ferment and yearnings of
youth and shot through with the knowledge of how a single year—and a magical city—can change awhole
life. No one who has ever dreamed of Paris should missit.
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From reader reviews:
Juan Higgins:

Book isto be different for every single grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content.
We all know that that book is very important for people. The book Dreaming in French: The Paris'Y ears of
Jacqueline Bouvier Kennedy, Susan Sontag, and Angela Davis ended up being making you to know about
other expertise and of course you can take more information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The
e-book Dreaming in French: The Paris Y ears of Jacqueline Bouvier Kennedy, Susan Sontag, and Angela
Davisis not only giving you much more new information but also to become your friend when you
experience bored. Y ou can spend your own spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship together
with the book Dreaming in French: The Paris Y ears of Jacqueline Bouvier Kennedy, Susan Sontag, and
AngelaDavis. You never truly feel lose out for everything when you read some books.

Virginia Benson:

This Dreaming in French: The Paris Y ears of Jacqueline Bouvier Kennedy, Susan Sontag, and Angela Davis
are usualy reliable for you who want to be a successful person, why. The reason why of this Dreaming in
French: The Paris Y ears of Jacqueline Bouvier Kennedy, Susan Sontag, and Angela Davis can be one of the
great books you must have is giving you more than just simple reading through food but feed you actually
with information that probably will shock your previous knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can
bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditionsin the e-book and printed ones. Beside that this
Dreaming in French: The Paris Y ears of Jacqueline Bouvier Kennedy, Susan Sontag, and Angela Davis
forcing you to have an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical
thinking that we understand it useful in your day exercise. So, let's haveit and revel in reading.

Michael Yancey:

A lot of people aways spent their own free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them household
or their friend. Did you know? Many alot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, aswell as
playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity that's look different you can read a
book. It isreally fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent 24 hours a
day to reading a guide. The book Dreaming in French: The Paris Y ears of Jacqueline Bouvier Kennedy,
Susan Sontag, and Angela Davisit is extremely good to read. There are alot of people that recommended
this book. They were enjoying reading this book. In the event you did not have enough space bringing this
book you can buy typically the e-book. Y ou can mOore quickly to read this book from your smart phone. The
priceis not to fund but this book features high quality.

Sandra Bland:

Y ou will get this Dreaming in French: The Paris Y ears of Jacqueline Bouvier Kennedy, Susan Sontag, and
Angela Davis by check out the bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your



solve challengeif you get difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only by
written or printed and also can you enjoy this book by means of e-book. In the modern eralike now, you just
looking because of your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own ways
to get more information about your book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge
are still revise. Let's try to choose suitable ways for you.
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