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On the morning of September 11, 2001, the entire world was introduced to Al Qaeda and its enigmatic
leader, Osama bin Laden. But the organization that changed the face of terrorism forever and unleashed a
whirlwind of counterterrorism activity and two major wars had been on the scene long before that eventful
morning. In Al Qaeda, the Islamic State, and the Global Jihadist Movement: What Everyone Needs to Know,
Daniel L. Byman, an eminent scholar of Middle East terrorism and international security who served on the
9/11 Commission, provides a sharp and concise overview of Al Qaeda, from its humble origins in the
mountains of Afghanistan to the present, explaining its perseverance and adaptation since 9/11 and the limits
of U.S. and allied counterterrorism efforts.

The organization that would come to be known as Al Qaeda traces its roots to the anti-Soviet jihad in
Afghanistan in the 1980s. Founded as the Soviets withdrew from Afghanistan, Al Qaeda achieved a degree
of international notoriety with a series of spectacular attacks in the 1990s; however, it was the dramatic
assaults on the World Trade Center and the Pentagon on 9/11 that truly launched Al Qaeda onto the global
stage. The attacks endowed the organization with world-historical importance and provoked an
overwhelming counterattack by the United States and other western countries. Within a year of 9/11, the core
of Al Qaeda had been chased out of Afghanistan and into a variety of refuges across the Muslim world.
Splinter groups and franchised offshoots were active in the 2000s in countries like Pakistan, Iraq, and
Yemen, but by early 2011, after more than a decade of relentless counterterrorism efforts by the United
States and other Western military and intelligence services, most felt that Al Qaeda's moment had passed.
With the death of Osama bin Laden in May of that year, many predicted that Al Qaeda was in its death
throes. Shockingly, Al Qaeda has staged a remarkable comeback in the last few years. In almost every
conflict in the Muslim world, from portions of the Xanjing region in northwest China to the African
subcontinent, Al Qaeda franchises or like-minded groups have played a role. Al Qaeda's extreme Salafist
ideology continues to appeal to radicalized Sunni Muslims throughout the world, and it has successfully
altered its organizational structure so that it can both weather America's enduring full-spectrum assault and
tailor its message to specific audiences.

Authoritative and highly readable, Byman's account offers readers insightful and penetrating answers to the
fundamental questions about Al Qaeda: who they are, where they came from, where they're going-and,
perhaps most critically-what we can do about it.

What Everyone Needs to Know? is a registered trademark of Oxford University Press.
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From reader reviews:

Leonard Parnell:

This Al Qaeda, the Islamic State, and the Global Jihadist Movement: What Everyone Needs to Know?
usually are reliable for you who want to be a successful person, why. The reason why of this Al Qaeda, the
Islamic State, and the Global Jihadist Movement: What Everyone Needs to Know? can be among the great
books you must have is definitely giving you more than just simple examining food but feed you with
information that probably will shock your prior knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it
everywhere and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed ones. Beside that this Al Qaeda, the Islamic
State, and the Global Jihadist Movement: What Everyone Needs to Know? giving you an enormous of
experience including rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your
day pastime. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Charlie Attwood:

The reason why? Because this Al Qaeda, the Islamic State, and the Global Jihadist Movement: What
Everyone Needs to Know? is an unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap the item
but latter it will surprise you with the secret that inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author
who also write the book in such incredible way makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining
approach but still convey the meaning entirely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this ever
again or you going to regret it. This book will give you a lot of positive aspects than the other book possess
such as help improving your expertise and your critical thinking means. So , still want to hold up having that
book? If I were you I will go to the reserve store hurriedly.

Carol Wells:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this Al Qaeda, the Islamic State, and the
Global Jihadist Movement: What Everyone Needs to Know? book written by well-known writer who really
knows well how to make book which might be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written inside
good manner for you, leaking every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still
skepticism Al Qaeda, the Islamic State, and the Global Jihadist Movement: What Everyone Needs to Know?
as good book not merely by the cover but also through the content. This is one reserve that can break don't
determine book by its protect, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come
on your examining sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

Valery Carpenter:

This Al Qaeda, the Islamic State, and the Global Jihadist Movement: What Everyone Needs to Know? is
great e-book for you because the content which is full of information for you who all always deal with world
and get to make decision every minute. That book reveal it data accurately using great arrange word or we
can declare no rambling sentences inside it. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole information



in it. Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight forward sentences but tough core information with
splendid delivering sentences. Having Al Qaeda, the Islamic State, and the Global Jihadist Movement: What
Everyone Needs to Know? in your hand like keeping the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous one.
We can say that no publication that offer you world within ten or fifteen minute right but this guide already
do that. So , this is certainly good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt that?
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