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The Captain's Doll is a short story or novella by the English author D. H. Lawrence. It was written in 1921
and first published by Martin Secker in March 1923 in a volume withThe Ladybird and The Fox. It was the
basis of the 1983 TV film of the same name with Jeremy Irons as the Captain. The story chronicles the
journey of fallen German aristocrat Countess Johanna 'Hannele' zu Rassentlow as she dates a Scottish officer
of unusual philosophy. The relationship develops into one of D. H. Lawrence's idiosyncratic 'wicked
triangles'. The intimate relationship between Captain Alexander Hepburn and Hannele is intruded upon when
the captain's wife Evangeline travels to Germany suspicious of foul play. The plot unfolds with two parallel
narratives; one in the symbolic domain, the other a traditional short story narrative about these protagonists.
The concurrent symbolic tale that unfolds centers around the central image of The Captain's Doll–after
which the story gains its title. This doll is a striking portrait of the Captain, with his "slender legs" and
mesmerizing dark stare encapsulated in the silks and calico of a lifeless, inanimate object. This doll is an
ongoing motif throughout the story as it acts as a metaphor for the dehumanizing effects of war on Hepburn
– an English gentleman who had been part of the war machine and in the aftermath has come to believe that
"we are worth so very little". Another profound metaphor and image employed by Lawrence is the great
'glacier' described from afar to be "cold, angry" and a reflection of the captain's deep seated desire to
subjugate Hannele and arguably conquer her "physically, sexually and from the inside" as she muses in free
indirect speech narration. The couple ascend the mountain together, and the sheer enormity of this natural
wonder prompts discussion of the smallness of a human being in comparison, bringing the captain to make
megalomaniacal claims that he is indeed bigger than the mountain. He projects this onto the vast ice, its "soft
flesh like" described with uncanny similarity to the earlier descriptions of Hannele swimming in the lake
near her new home in Austria. Critics have debated the symbolic meaning of this ice monument, as the
captain's determination to conquer it points to the obvious metaphorical domination of Hannele who
"watches from below" as the crazed captain scrambles to the summit. Reaching the top, the captain is
invigorated, yet Lawrence's narration becomes quite introspective of the transformation of the captain's
worldview implicitly coupled with description of this barren vista of ice–"a world of ice"–that is "sufficient
unto itself in its lifelessness". Akin to the gender commentary in The Fox on how the war had created a
paradigm shift in the social roles within English society, this compelling narrative imparts to the reader a
more intimate account of the death of a spirit and the dissemblance of class. The introduction of D. H.
Lawrence, Three Novellas, an anthology
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From reader reviews:

Carol Smith:

This The Captain's Doll is great reserve for you because the content and that is full of information for you
who always deal with world and also have to make decision every minute. This kind of book reveal it data
accurately using great coordinate word or we can state no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read it
hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only will give you straight forward sentences but
tough core information with wonderful delivering sentences. Having The Captain's Doll in your hand like
finding the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no reserve that offer you
world throughout ten or fifteen small right but this guide already do that. So , this is certainly good reading
book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt which?

Sandra Williams:

The book untitled The Captain's Doll contain a lot of information on it. The writer explains the woman idea
with easy way. The language is very easy to understand all the people, so do not necessarily worry, you can
easy to read the item. The book was compiled by famous author. The author gives you in the new time of
literary works. It is possible to read this book because you can keep reading your smart phone, or gadget, so
you can read the book in anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can open up their
official web-site along with order it. Have a nice go through.

Kent Walker:

Within this era which is the greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more treasured
than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you
need to do is just spending your time little but quite enough to possess a look at some books. One of the
books in the top listing in your reading list is definitely The Captain's Doll. This book and that is qualified as
The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in getting precious person. By looking up and review this book
you can get many advantages.

Christopher Hardnett:

A lot of reserve has printed but it differs. You can get it by online on social media. You can choose the best
book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is known as of book The
Captain's Doll. You can contribute your knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book, it might add
your knowledge and make an individual happier to read. It is most important that, you must aware about
reserve. It can bring you from one destination to other place.
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