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A philosophical exploration of the problematic nature of the disposable.

Plastic bags, newspapers, pizza boxes, razors, watches, diapers, toothbrushes … What makes a thing
disposable? Which of its properties allows us to treat it as if it did not matter, or as if it actually lacked
matter? Why do so many objects appear to us as nothing more than brief flashes between checkout-line and
landfill?

In An Ontology of Trash, Greg Kennedy inquires into the meaning of disposable objects and explores the
nature of our prodigious refuse. He takes trash as a real ontological problem resulting from our unsettled
relation to nature. The metaphysical drive from immanence to transcendence leaves us in an alien world of
objects drained of meaningful physical presence. Consequently, they become interpreted as beings that
somehow essentially lack being, and exist in our technological world only to disappear. Kennedy explores
this problematic nature and looks for possibilities of salutary change.

“…Kennedy offers a timely intervention that will be of interest to many. In particular, it seems as though
philosophers, ecologists, environmentalists and individuals or group of similar ilk would get the most
traction from this material … there is much to appreciate in this text.” — Symposium

“…a contribution to ontology in the Heideggerian tradition. It is also an important addition to the literature
on environmental philosophy … The book will interest more than phenomenologists and will benefit those
preoccupied with the environment and the problem of landfill pollution.” — Comptes Rendus

“This book is written gracefully and engagingly. Trash is a surprisingly revealing lens on contemporary
culture. Kennedy’s approach is incisive without being zealous and critical without being negative.” — Albert
Borgmann, author of Real American Ethics: Taking Responsibility for Our Country

“I particularly liked the discussion of fast food, Heidegger, embodiment, and the city. There is much that is
swift and brilliant in the matters covered, telling and insightful in the multileveled critique of modernity.” —
Drew Leder, author of Sparks of the Divine: Finding Inspiration in Our Everyday World

Greg Kennedy is an independent scholar and received his PhD in Philosophy from the University of Ottawa.
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From reader reviews:

Judith Carter:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or facts even
knowledge to make them keep up with the era which can be always change and progress. Some of you
maybe can update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to an
individual is you don't know what kind you should start with. This An Ontology of Trash: The Disposable
and Its Problematic Nature (SUNY series in Environmental Philosophy and Ethics) is our recommendation
to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Paul Mackey:

This An Ontology of Trash: The Disposable and Its Problematic Nature (SUNY series in Environmental
Philosophy and Ethics) are generally reliable for you who want to become a successful person, why. The key
reason why of this An Ontology of Trash: The Disposable and Its Problematic Nature (SUNY series in
Environmental Philosophy and Ethics) can be one of the great books you must have is definitely giving you
more than just simple looking at food but feed you actually with information that might be will shock your
before knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your
conditions at e-book and printed versions. Beside that this An Ontology of Trash: The Disposable and Its
Problematic Nature (SUNY series in Environmental Philosophy and Ethics) forcing you to have an
enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that we
understand it useful in your day task. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Robert Stitt:

Why? Because this An Ontology of Trash: The Disposable and Its Problematic Nature (SUNY series in
Environmental Philosophy and Ethics) is an unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for
you to snap the idea but latter it will zap you with the secret that inside. Reading this book beside it was
fantastic author who else write the book in such wonderful way makes the content inside of easier to
understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you for not
hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This excellent book will give you a lot of gains
than the other book include such as help improving your skill and your critical thinking means. So , still want
to postpone having that book? If I were you I will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

James McNally:

A lot of people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a guide. They are directly felt the idea when
they get a half portions of the book. You can choose often the book An Ontology of Trash: The Disposable
and Its Problematic Nature (SUNY series in Environmental Philosophy and Ethics) to make your own
reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading ability is developing when you including reading.
Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the impression about book and reading



especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to open up a book and study it. Beside that the e-book
An Ontology of Trash: The Disposable and Its Problematic Nature (SUNY series in Environmental
Philosophy and Ethics) can to be your brand new friend when you're feel alone and confuse using what must
you're doing of that time.
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